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The Collegian - November 16, 2021
NEWS
FATAL FESTIVAL LEAVES EIGHT DEAD
11/15/2021
Is Travis Scott Liable for Astroworld?
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
After such a struggle to revive the ways of life lost in the pandemic, many have anticipated
the excitement of concerts again. Live music, friends and family, and good food are typically
a recipe for a memorable night. However, unlike most concerts, Travis Scott’s Astroworld took
a dark turn. Whether that was because of the barbaric behavior of many who attended or
the blatant ignorance of the horrors happening below stage, Astroworld quickly turned from
a festival to a fatal frenzy.
The atrocities that transpired on November 5th are currently being investigated, and
multiple lawsuits have already been filed against rapper Travis Scott. Videos and pictures
have surfaced from the event that expose not only those that selfishly stormed the concert
but also the team in charge of it all. Multiple TikToks clearly depict the utter disregard for the
madness ensuing just feet away from Scott. Courageous fans even got on stage to alert
cameramen, directors, and even Travis Scott that people were dying in the crowd. However,
despite their heart-wrenching cries, Scott continued to perform.
Police have revealed eight people have died, including a fourteen-year-old boy. USA Today
has also disclosed that a ten-year-old boy is in critical condition and twenty-five people were
taken to the hospital. The names of those that tragically lost their lives have been released:
Mirza Danish Baig, 27; Rodolfo Peña, 23; Madison Dubiski, 23; Axel Acosta Avila, 21; Franco
Patino, 21; Jacob Jurinek, 20; Brianna Rodriguez, 16; and John Hilgert, 14.

The causes of the deaths have remained partially unknown. However, much of the injuries
sustained were from the crushing push of the crowds. Piles of people were toppled onto
each other, making it extremely difficult, if not impossible to breathe. Security barricades
and fences were being mauled by mobs of people recklessly swarming the stage. The
tsunami of people that extended far beyond the capacity was likely the cause of the countless
injuries that occurred that night. Many described their experience as “suffocating” and felt
as though they were “drowning,” according to CNN.
Travis Scott has a history of dangerous crowds at his concerts. In 2015 and 2017, USA Today
said that Scott was arrested for inciting violence and disorderly conduct. In 2018, fans were
encouraged by Scott to jump from the balconies at the New York Terminal 5 venue. He is
quoted as saying “don’t be scared, they’re going to catch you,” according to Buzzfeed. Howard
Hershenhorn, the attorney of a victim of Scott’s previous concert, has said to “make no
mistake about it, his desire for chaos caused this horrific tragedy.” The repetitive nature of
violence seen at Scott’s concerts has been controversial. Is this pattern a coincidence or
intentional? The debate seems to intensify amid the aftermath of his most recent disaster,
Astroworld.
Following the hellish horrors, Travis Scott released a statement claiming that he is “absolutely
devastated by what took place last night. My prayers go out to the families and all those
impacted by what happened at Astroworld Festival.” In addition, he has offered to pay for the
funeral expenses of all the victims and allow attendees who experienced the traumatic
events a free month of therapy through BetterHelp. However, is this simply to appease angry
fans and avoid the growing legal problems, or is it truly out of remorse? For many, this is
seen as too little too late.

THE COST OF THE ‘LASALLIAN IDEALS’
11/15/2021

From the early 2000s to the 2020s, is ‘Living Lasallian’ worth it?
By Kamryn Sobel
News Reporter
In an article published in the early 2000s, previous Collegian Editor-in-Chief Josh Farley
reported on how Saint Mary’s high tuition costs made it hard to follow the teachings of St.
John Baptist De La Salle’s, who founded the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools and is the patron saint of Christian teachers.
The Lasallian educational tradition, being a distinguishing characteristic of Saint Mary’s,
“Empowers students to become whole persons—intellectually, socially, emotionally and
spiritually. This preparation for a full and rewarding life is grounded in the belief that God is
a living presence in all our lives and it is guided by the five core principles that influence
everything we do.”
As part of its Lasallian traditions, Saint Mary’s is guided by four core principles: concern for
the poor and social justice, faith in the presence of God, quality education, respect for all
persons, and fostering an inclusive community. Saint Mary’s also describes the sense of
community that portrays these traditions. The student body, as well as faculty and staff,
show that although the Saint Mary’s community comes from various backgrounds, and
each member of the community has its differences, in the educational environment there
is mutual respect and understanding of others. The classroom setting allows an openness
of the mind in dialogue, eagerness to find the truth, and acceptance of others with both
their uniqueness and limitations. “Such a community nurtures an engagement in
intellectual growth, a spirit of faith and service to others, an active concern for justice, and
sensitivity to the dignity of the human person.”

However, what is the cost of these Lasallian ways? Do transfer and working students get to
experience all of Saint Mary’s promises?
When the original article was published on this topic, Saint Mary’s tuition was around
$30,000 per year. As it was described by Farley in the original article, “The increasing price
of tuition may also make the students pay the price of sacrificing the Lasallian education.” It
was also reported in the original article that both the transfer and working students would
have liked to experience and have a bigger role within the Lasallian ways. They found it
hard to fully commit themselves to living Lasallian, as they were either working to pay the
cost of the tuition or finding it hard to connect with the community.
Similarly, during the 2020-2021 school year, Saint Mary’s decided on offering mostly virtual
courses, leading to parallel situations with the transfer and working students within the
original article. Today, the cost of attending Saint Mary’s is just above $50,000, however,
Saint Mary’s now offers many opportunities for those who want to experience Lasallian
living.
The overall goal put into place by Saint Mary’s is to make sure the community is abiding by
the Lasallian Core Principles that Saint Mary’s has established. Despite the costly tuition, all
students experience Lasallian education by the commitment to education, faith, respect,
and acceptance by the community. Ways that students can make the price worth the
ideology of Saint Mary’s, is to not only practice the given principles but to take the
opportunity of experiencing a Lasallian Service Internship, participating in student service
projects, or living in the Lasallian Living Learning Community.
To learn more about Living Lasallian visit https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/living-lasallian.
Sources:
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/living-lasallian

WORKING OUT AND MASKS: A RELATIONSHIP DESTINED
TO FAIL?
11/15/2021

By Jordan Richied
Contributing Writer
The most common terminology ingrained in our minds over the last two years are: Covid19, vaccines, social distancing, lockdowns and most importantly masks.
Most individuals have enshrined masks as the safety net of everyday life. On the 3rd of
August, St. Mary’s enforced yet another mask mandate within all buildings due to a health
order made by Contra Costa County. While it is easy to understand why St. Mary’s jumped
on the bandwagon of mask mandates and vaccine policies, many would believe this was
not the best decision. This controversy is extremely prevalent within the gym community
on campus.
Here at St. Mary's, the recreation center is extremely popular. “The gym overall is a good
experience” declared by Joey Vasquez ‘23, a junior who uses the gym four times a week.
The recreation center encounters a multitude of individuals with different backgrounds and
beliefs, especially when it comes to the mask policy. The two main viewpoints presented
from students on the mask policy within the gym is that it is either excessive or for the
betterment of everyone’s safety. Many students believe as of right now the mask mandate
is imperative. “It’s important...just so that everyone is safe,” said Makenna Hicks ‘23 who is a
Recreation Facility Services Assistant here at the gym. Naturally, safety is most important in
living a healthy lifestyle. However, many students who utilize the gym think the mask
mandate is unnecessary. “Students should have their own choice” Nick Chaub ‘22 claimed
when discussing the mask policy within the gym. Based on these two responses alone, one
can clearly see a division amongst the gym crowd.
Even with disunity among this coterie, many would agree that the gym is a very “germy”
environment. “There’s many things being touched in the gym...by many people.” Makenna
Hicks ‘23 added. Even despite this, Makenna and many of the gym recreational staff do a
fantastic job of keeping up with all their policies to ensure student safety. When it comes to

masks specifically, “it’s another step to take to be safe.” an anonymous worker stated when
discussing the importance of it within the rec center. This does not come without its
consequences though as the anonymous worker proclaimed working out with a mask “can
be a little restricting.”
Even despite this, some students have seen the mask as a blessing in disguise. One such
individual is Benjamin Noel ‘22, a Marketing Major who works out four times a week and
was a past employee at Fitness 19 in Campbell, CA. “I sort of appreciate it...it’s a challenge I
like to face.” Noel said when talking about his frequent interactions with a mask. When it
comes to potential health risks besides people with asthma or breathing issues Noel said, “I
don’t think it can bring additional strain.” The acclimation of the mask has become common
amongst gym users, but many believe the mask mandate feels excessive and unnecessary
while working out.
As mentioned prior students are filing in and out of the gym constantly. There are slow and
busy times however, it does not seem to get crowded enough where mask mandates are a
concern. “There’s not that many people...it goes in flows.” said Hawley Harrer ‘23, a
Communication Major who plays both indoor and beach volleyball. Another important
factor to keep in mind is students taking their mask off to drink water, breathe, chat with
friends etc. Nick Chaub ‘22 thinks the mask mandate is contradicting itself within the gym.
“It’s okay to have the mask off to sip water...working out you can’t.” Even though drinking
water or catching one’s breath are short intervals of time, some students have taken
advantage of this excuse through lackadaisical mask enforcement. “They’ve been a bit
more lenient.” Chaub said when communicating about the staff. He pointed out that he
usually goes to the gym at later hours when he notices the leniency.
I decided to conduct a study at the gym during later hours and the results I found were
staggering. I visited the gym one evening and within a one hour period I encountered 65
students. Of those 65, 33 of them had their mask either pulled down or completely off. I’ve
seen students working out with masks off before there but never at this amount. It was
quite astonishing.
An important disclaimer to keep in mind is that this is not meant to bash the student staff
who work and maintain the recreation center. They do an outstanding job with cleaning
and sanitizing equipment to ensure the safety of students and staff. Words cannot describe
how much they are appreciated by us gym rats. However, the mask mandate does not get
the same treatment by some students. We can all agree that it is important to protect

others, nevertheless some students believe safety should be in the hands of the user.
Regardless of this conflict, the administration will have to do what is best for the campus.
Contra Costa County did lift the mask mandate for specific in-door businesses recently on
the 1st of November, and Saint Mary’s could follow suit.

NEED A DESTRESSOR? ATTEND A THERAPY DOG EVENT!
11/15/2021
By Natalie Alden
Contributing Writer
During Midterm and Finals week, office manager and event coordinator Heidi Tend, along
with the CAPS office (Counseling and Psychological Services), organizes therapy dogs to
provide stress relief from students, especially during hard academic times. Due to the
Pandemic, It has been over a year since students have been back on campus and,
according to the associate director of clinical services and operations/outreach
coordinator, Cynthia Cutshall, student stress has been at an all-time high. The recurrence
of the Therapy Dog events shows SMC is dedicated to providing this service, however,
with students returning to campus with new stresses accumulated from the pandemic,
the need for more Therapy Dog events may be necessary.
The Therapy Dog events seem to be a reoccurring event on campus because of the
positive response from students. Saint Mary's student Maria Soe explains how the
therapy dogs helped her wellbeing, especially as a first-year student. “The therapy dogs
definitely made me feel happier because it was my first year here (since I first went to the
event as a freshman), it was a good event to meet new people and made me feel more
comfortable with the campus. It was nice going to an event that had nothing to do with
schoolwork and it helped me unwind a bit.” Teddi Thiele-Sardina, a Senior at Saint Mary’s,
echoes this point of the therapy dogs being extremely beneficial and also highlights the
positivity the therapy dogs bring to campus. “I'm a dog person, I love the Therapy Dog
events. They are so helpful to students. Seeing students' faces light up seeing dogs is so
wonderful.”
Several students think an increase in Therapy Dog events on campus is necessary. “I think
it would definitely be beneficial if we had more events because personally, I've been
really stressed with school, and Covid-19 is another thing that I've been really mindful
about, so having an event would help put my mind off of all that stuff for a bit,” states
Maria Soe. Similarly, Aero England, a Senior at Saint Mary’s added, “Yes! I think more pet
therapy sessions would be really helpful for students! I feel like seeing animals with the
sweetest little faces is such a great way to make people smile!” This connection between
the therapy dogs and the students seems to be strong. “I especially love seeing the dog
named Joey, a little pomeranian,” states Teddi Thiele-Sardina.
The increase of these Therapy Dog events, although it might help with student mentality
during the academic year, might be unlikely due to the coordinating difficulties CAPS has
had booking the therapy dogs. “The organization we use for the dog therapy (Laps Loving

Animals based in Napa) has not started up their program yet because of Covid-19. We are
currently using volunteers, however, at the last dog therapy event SMC only had 5 dogs
at the wellness fair in comparison to the previous year where we've had 8 or 9,” states
Heidi Tend. Tend hopes by the new year the organization will start up again to provide
more therapy dogs.
The upcoming Therapy Dog event for finals week is on December 1st at the Stress
Management Fair. With the possible increase of therapy dogs and the positive feeling of
students, more Therapy Dog events on campus could be a possibility.

OPINION
TO MASK OR NOT TO MASK
11/15/2021
Students are required to mask up indoors, but who enforces it?
By Riley Mulcahy
Opinion Columnist
It is hard to imagine that more than two years ago there was a time where a mask was
not needed to participate in everyday life. The COVID-19 pandemic has made it so to
protect other people from the virus, and we have to cover our mouth and nose. This fall,
following county guidelines, Saint Mary’s has required masks indoors regardless of
vaccination status. However, requiring and enforcing the mask mandate are two different
things.
One question that remains unclear is whose job is it to enforce mask requirements
around campus. There have been times in my classes where I have seen students
without masks indoors, and only twice has a professor asked them to put their masks
back on. In one class that I am in, any chance students get, the mask falls below their
mouth to try and have a conversation with friends while the professor is not looking. The
role of the professor is not to police mask-wearing in classrooms; however, there are not
a lot of other options when there is one professor with a class of 24 students.
Although everyone is supposed to be vaccinated to live on campus, there are flaws to the
system that allow religious exemptions, and therefore not everyone on campus is
vaccinated. Given this problem, it is hard to tell who is vaccinated and who isn’t, making
masking indoors more critical. The groans of students who have to wear a mask indoors
are a lot smaller than the more than 700,000 lives lost from this horrible disease.
In a recent email in preparation for Halloween weekend, the administration of Saint
Mary’s reminded the SMC community of the mask mandate due to the changing
guidance of Contra Costa COVID-19 guidelines. The email states in part “to prioritize the
health and wellness of our campus community, and out of an abundance of caution,
Saint Mary’s will continue to require that masks be worn indoors for the duration of the
fall term.” Additionally, the email states that although the mask mandate indoors in
Contra Costa is officially lifted, and that “while we are encouraged by the declining case
rate, regardless of the county’s decision, Saint Mary’s requires that you continue to wear
your mask indoors on campus in public spaces throughout the term.”

Wearing a mask is a simple way to protect immunocompromised people and those who
cannot get the vaccination. In close settings inside, the likelihood of a COVID-19 exposure
is a lot more than outside. At the recent performance of Everybody at the Redwood Grove
put on by the SMC theatre program, masks were required and not enforced. I must admit
that I am more relaxed about wearing masks outside because there is less of a risk of
COVID-19 spreading. However, it is crucial to be mindful of others in understanding when
or when not to wear a mask.
The enforcement of masks is a complex topic because it requires students to look at the
collective rather than themselves. However, if the community refuses to wear masks,
there must be enforcement inside the classroom. When we do not abide by health
orders, we risk the safety of the 24 people in the class and anyone they come into contact
with. Recently, a cold was going around campus, and there was concern that it might be
COVID-19. However, those with symptoms got tested for COVID-19, and luckily, it was just
the common cold. It is an important reminder not to be too comfortable and that we are
still in a global pandemic, regardless of how people feel about wearing masks.

CULTURE
AN EVENTFUL 6 EPISODE DRAMA: THE WHITE LOTUS
11/16/2021
HBO Max’s The White Lotus is a tropical getaway turned upside down. The series is a
culmination of comedy, satire, and never ending drama, and is brilliantly executed in a short
span of only 6 episodes.
By Isabelle Delostrinos
Culture Writer
Vacations don’t always go as planned. What is anticipated to be a relaxing, peaceful time
away from real-world responsibilities sometimes ends up to be even more stressful than
your regular routine. The White Lotus, an HBO Original, is a drama filled, satirical comedy
that follows the vacation of a newly wed couple, dysfunctional family, and grieving
woman. Their ability to enjoy Hawaii at an exclusive resort fails to eliminate the real
problems that they face in their everyday lives. Five star dinners, scuba diving lessons,
and ocean views can’t save them from their struggles.
The first episode begins with a heavy attention getter. Beginning at the airport, a
troubled Shane Patton, played by Jake Lacy, cusses out a friendly retired couple trying to
ease his tension. He makes his way to the window as he watches a dead body be
boarded onto the plane he would later be getting on. The next scene cuts to a week
earlier, where he and his newly wedded wife are on a boat en route to the White Lotus
resort. Here, the story introduces the Mossbacher family and their separate family
dynamic. The youngest son Quinn is sitting alone fiddling with his electronics while the
parents are bonding at the railing of the boat, and older daughter Olivia makes fun of the
other guests with her friend Paula. As Olivia gives each person on the boat a fake,
outrageous background, a single woman named Tanya McQuoid, played by Jennifer
Coolidge, looks blankly out into the ocean. As the boat docks and guests are greeted by
the hotel manager, Armond, each of their untypical vacations begin.
Contrary to the guest experiences, the hotel staff is just as valued in this show. Strong
narratives are created around Armond and the spa manager Belinda. The audience
learns the complexities of being a service provider for those in the upper class while
dealing with their own problems. Their constant need to put up a front and create an
experience for difficult guests makes it more exhausting for them to deal with their lives
outside of work. The lives of the staff are woven into the dynamics of the show and serve
as a significant factor to the outcome of the show.

The storyline of the show triggers an abundance of emotion from the audience. As the
vacations unfold and the experiences differ between each character, story writers and
producers of the show were able to portray multiple realities into one show. From family
problems, to struggles with grief and addiction, The White Lotus represents actual
situations that happen in society today. The show features effortless performances from
notable actors such as Sydney Sweeney from Euphoria, Alexandra Daddario from the
Percy Jackson cinematic series, and Steve Zahn from Daddy Day Care. The cast’s overall
talent and chemistry drives the show’s excellence and makes it what it is. The
combination of a thoughtfully written story and a talented cast, The White Lotus is
definitely a show worth binge watching.
If you didn’t already know, students are able to stream HBO Max and Peacock for free
through their Saint Mary’s login. With just a few simple steps, you’ll be able to stream The
White Lotus and other exclusive shows like Friends and The Office just in time for winter
break.

1. Sign into XFinityoncampus.com by searching for Saint Mary’s in the search field
and using your SMC credentials.

2. Once authenticated, sign in to HBO Max through XFinity as your provider.
3. Search for the XFinity On Campus for Students sign in button and search for St.
Mary’s.

4. Login with your SMC credentials and enjoy!

ZIGI BREAK UP
11/16/2021

The iconic couple calls it quits
Remy Zerber
Culture Columnist
Zayn Malik and Gigi Hadid might be broken up for good. Zayn and Gigi have been dating
on and off since 2015 (nearly five years) and have recently broken up, for good this time,
after Gigi’s mother, Yolanda, accused Zayn of shoving her into a dresser and calling her
derogatory names. Zayn is a singer and former One Direction member and Gigi is a
famous model.
The details of the story of Zayn and Gigi’s break-up are complicated. The official story that
got reported by news outlets is that Zayn hit or shoved Yolanda into a dresser because
they got into an argument that was caused by Yolanda barging into Zayn and Gigi’s house
at night, which is when he works on his music. It has not been confirmed that he hit
Yolanda because he denied the claims when she filed a police report against him.
Because of the police report, he now has four charges against him and he was also fined
and must have no contact with the security guard that was there during the fight, John
McMahon, and Yolanda. He must also complete an anger management class and a
domestic violence program. Zayn and Gigi have a baby girl named Khai together.
Zayn and Gigi have broken up but she still wants him to co-parent Khai because she says
Khai needs her father. Bella Hadid, Gigi’s sister, has always disliked Zayn according to
some sources. She and her brother, Anwar, unfollowed him after the incident with
Yolanda. There are rumors that Bella always disliked Zayn because she was jealous of his
relationship with Gigi and thought he ruined her career, but these are just rumors so it
has not been confirmed. Yolanda also agrees with Bella that Zayn ruined Gigi’s career
because Gigi started knitting and doing housework when she got back together with him
last year, which left no time for modeling and attending parties. This made Yolanda
furious because she is very protective of her daughter.
Zayn’s family seems to think the whole situation is made up because they have been
showing their support to him through their Instagram Stories.

Some fans agree with them, saying that Zayn would never hit a woman because he has
said that he was raised around women so he respects them a lot. Other fans are sad that
Zayn and Gigi broke up because they were their favorite celebrity couple.
Zayn and Gigi have broken up because of a fight between him and Yolanda. Gigi still
wants Zayn to be around because they have to co-parent their daughter together, much
to the dismay of Bella and Yolanda. There is a lot of discussion about whether or not the
whole situation is made up. Some fans are just sad because their favorite couple broke
up.

SPORTS
GAELS DOMINATE IN SEASON OPENER
11/15/2021

Gaels Dominate in Season Opener Saint Mary’s men’s basketball team rode a hot-shooting
second-half, blowing out Prairie View A&M
By Ryan Ford
Sports Reporter

Saint Mary’s first game of the season, and their first game at UCU Pavilion with fans in
attendance since 2020, pitted them against a non-conference foe, Prairie View A&M. Saint
Mary’s entered the game as favorites (-18.0), and after a back-and-forth first half, the Gaels
caught fire from three-point range and ran Prairie View out of the building, with a final
score of 87-68. For those who missed it, here are the main takeaways from a seasonopening victory.
Alex Ducas Catches Fire
After over a minute of zero points for both teams, Gael Force and the rest of the 2,238 fans
in attendance were waiting to unleash a roar of excitement over who would score the first
points of the new campaign. A missed three-pointer bounced just the right way, allowing
Alex Ducas to time his jump and slam it home, giving the crowd and his teammates the
energy they needed to get UCU Pavilion shaking.
Ducas, a junior guard/forward from West Australia, averaged 7.9 points and 4.4 rebounds
per game in an injury-shortened 2020-21 season, but led the Gaels in this one. He wound
up with 22 points, a career-high 6 three-pointers, and 3 steals in the contest. Not only was
Ducas the tone-setter for Saint Mary’s, but he made an early statement for being one of
the top players on this year’s squad, leading both teams in scoring and hitting three-afterthree in the second half. His ascension will be something to watch as the season goes on.
Gaels’ Well-Balanced Attack
While Ducas stole the show, he was part of a well-balanced team effort that saw four Gaels
score in double-figures. Junior Kyle Bowen scored 12 points and finished one rebound shy
of notching a double-double as a starter, while senior big man Dan Fotu and sophomore
guard Jabe Mullins came off the bench to put up 14 and 10 points respectively. Head coach
Randy Bennett has always been known for putting a well-coached and unselfish squad out
on the hardwood, and he has to be happy with the numbers the team put up. Saint Mary’s
finished with a +16 rebound differential, knocked down 41.9% of their shots from
downtown, and totaled 23 assists on 29 made field goals.
Areas For Improvement
Saint Mary’s got the job done in their highly-anticipated home opener, due in large part to
a scorching hot second-half in which they outscored Prairie View by 16 points, 46-30,
leading by as much as 26 at one point. But Prairie View is a non-conference opponent that
is unlikely to have enough success this season for this game to be counted as a qualitywin. Meanwhile, the Gaels had their own struggles, despite the final score.

Saint Mary’s finished the game with 17 turnovers, 6 of which were unforced errors. They
also allowed their opponent to shoot 49% from the field and 44.4% from three. That isn’t
to say that the Gaels played poor defense all game, and as previously mentioned they did
a great job moving the ball, but coach Bennett will certainly want to see these issues ironed
out over the next few games.
While the Gaels ended the night with a 1-0 record, this game served as the first test of what
will likely be a long and grueling season, as the team aims to rebound from last year’s poor
finish. Conference-rival Gonzaga started the season ranked number 1 in both the AP Top
25 and Coaches Poll, per ESPN. It goes without saying that Saint Mary’s will have to be at
the top of their game when conference games start less than two months from now, but
all-in-all the season opener was a great sign for what’s to come.
Sources:
https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/boxscore/_/gameId/401371193
https://www.espn.com/mens-college-basketball/rankings
https://smcgaels.com/news/2021/11/9/mens-basketball-mbb-gaels-begin-season-withstrong-sho oting-win-over-panthers.aspx
https://smcgaels.com/sports/mens-basketball
Picture:
https://smcgaels.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/alex-ducas/2745

ROWING TEAM SEASON UPDATES
11/16/2021

The team is hoping to finish the season strong at the Head of the Lagoon after a difficult
season. (Image Courtesy Jez Garcia)
By Maddie Sciba
Sports Reporter

The Women’s Rowing team is rarely talked about around campus, with many students not
even knowing that Saint Mary’s has a NCAA Division I team. Every morning at 5:30 a.m., the
team meets in front of the basketball gym and drives 30 minutes to Briones Reservoir for
practice. They practice until 8:00 a.m., then rush back to school in time for team breakfast
in Oliver. Although the spring is their major racing season, the Gaels raced in one regatta
and two scrimmages this fall season.The fall season has longer courses, with races being
5,000 meters long, as opposed to the spring season’s courses being only 2,000 meters long.
The team has been pushed a lot this season, but it was nothing that they couldn’t handle.
Sophomore Olivia Watson explained how the lack of a fall season last year has affected the
Gaels for their last spring season and this fall season. “During the spring, they pushed us a
lot harder so in the fall it would be easier. It is a challenging but healthy challenge. Not
having a fall season last year let us, as a team, work on things that we would not have
otherwise worked on.”
The Gaels started off this season with a scrimmage against UC Berkeley. Both the SMC
crew and the Cal crew practice at Briones Reservoir in Orinda. The scrimmage, which was
aptly named The Battle of Briones, proved a challenge for the Gaels, as they raced one of
the best teams in the country.
On October 10th, Saint Mary’s crew headed to the Port of West Sacramento for their first
regatta in two years, aptly called the Head of the Port. The Gaels raced two boats at the
regatta, the Varsity 8 and the Second Varsity 8. Each boat consists of 8 rowers and one
coxswain (the small person with a microphone who steers the boat). The Gaels finished
second and third, coming in behind Sacramento State, but beating two UC Davis boats.
This was a strong race for the team, as they were able to beat both UC Davis boats on their
home turf.
Coming off that race, the Gaels scrimmaged CSU Humboldt at Briones on October 23rd.
Humboldt’s crew is a strong competitor of Saint Mary’s and gave the Gaels a difficult race.
They did several short races, only going 1,250 meters. Overall, both Saint Mary’s boats
were close behind Humboldt’s A boat and beat both Humboldt’s B and C boats. This was
a great experience for the Gaels since they will be seeing Humboldt shortly at the next
regatta. The crew’s final regatta of the fall season approaches as this article is being
written. Head of the Lagoon in Foster City is a difficult race, with one of the most
challenging to navigate courses. The Gaels will be racing two crews against one CSU
Humboldt crew, one Sonoma State crew, a Stanford crew, two UC Berkeley crews, and
three University of Washington crews. It will be a challenging race, but the SMC crew has
been working hard and is prepared to race their best on November 13th at 1:15 p.m.
Team captain Emily Ferbet describes her attitude going into the next race, “We’re
competing against some really top-tier teams— Washington, Stanford, and Cal—but our

team knows what we’ve been practicing and if we execute that, we’ll be happy. This is the
last fall race for us, so we’ll be giving it everything we have.”

GAEL FORCE WELCOMES THE START OF THE A SEASON
11/16/2021
In a one-on-one interview Amanda Hofmann, President of Gael Force, gave insight on what
they have planned, what goals they are striving to achieve, and how the crew has developed
over the years.
By: Eden Llodrá
Gael Force carries the school’s spirit and Saint Mary’s pride. Students know the feeling of
wearing the white shirts with blue and red letters, cheering from the stands, and showing
up to rallies. But, rarely are students aware of the ins and outs of Gael Force’s event
planning and advertisement.
Gael Force organizes tailgates before big games, throws handouts (towels and other little
prizes) at rallies, and they help get in contact with the basketball teams to put together
theme nights. The role of the president, Hofmann said, is to “lead meetings and help get
in contact with the basketball teams.” The responsibilities in GaelForce are broken down
into three crews: the tasked teams, who are the head of sports, seventeen blue crew
members, who are in charge of organizing events, and seven executive team members.
Hofmann vocalizes that Gael Force’s intent is to “create an environment at games that is
super welcoming and friendly.” The sports arena is meant to ignite school spirit and hold
a memorable sentiment in the hearts of Saint Mary’s students. The long-term goal is to
continue getting students involved and excited about upcoming events and games,
especially after COVID-19 stopped the momentum.
Kyle Bowen, a forward on the basketball team said, “I’m incredibly thankful for the
support we receive from SMC students. Gael Force makes home games so much more
enjoyable and the team loves having them back in the stands this season.” The purpose
of Gael Force is to make sure the student section is excited and “hyped up” for games.
Not only does it become a memorable experience for the students, but one for the
players as well.
With the first home game and theme night of the season on November 9th, the men's
basketball team took home a win, 87 to 68. The sports stadium was filled with students
cheering and wearing SMC’s red, white, and blue. Gael Force brings the feeling of
unanimity and comradery to the basketball courts, making students feel proud to be a
Gael.

